Doctor, lawyer, Indian chief. . .These five diverse subjects have one
thing in common: Franklin County has a township named for each one.

From left, Dr. Benjamin Franklin, Abraham Lincoln, Chief Appanoose,
the State of Ohio, and Pomona, the goddess of fruit.

County names deep-rooted in both fame and infamy
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lues to the history of an area are frequent-
ly found in the names succeeding genera-
tions of residents have used for specific
locations or features,

That is certainly true locally where a study of names on
the Franklin County map yields a wealth of local legend
and lore.

Most of the towns, townships, and many of the creeks in
the county have been named after people — both the
famous and not so famous,

More specifically, these places have been named for

people who were white and male. White males traditional-
ly have done the christening, and consequently,
chauvinistically, have named places after themselves and
other white males. :

To this writer's knowledge, not a single location in this
county has been named for a woman.

The list of Franklin County namesakes begins ap-
propriately enough with Dr. Benjamin Franklin. Ours is
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just one of 25 counties in the United States named for this

founding father and inventive wizard. :

The township and town of Richmond honors early
founder John C. Richmond, while Cutler township
remembers pioneer settler C.C. Cutler. Although never a
resident here, Alfred B. Greenwood also has a township
named in his honor. As the Commissioner of Indian Af-
fairs between 1859 and 1861, he had the Sac-Fox Indian
agency in the western part of the county named for him
first,

President Linceoln is remembered with Lincoln
Township, which would suggest Harrison and Hayes
townships were named for presidents Benjamin Harrison
and Rutherford B. Hayes.

Well, maybe. Actually those two townships acquired
their names before either man became president. But
both were Civil War generals and may have been honored
in that regard anyway.

Little is known about Mr. Wells and Mr. Richter from
whom we get the place names of Wellsville and Richter.
But both were connected with the railroads that put those

two communities on the map, illustrating il,ﬁ_e impaortant
role railroads have played in the county’s history,

Tiny Imes was also a rail stop and named for the town’s
station agent, postmaster and its storekeeper. Harmon
Imes wore all three hats, i

Since James Harvey Ransom was the founder of Ran-
somville, it would stand to reason that a Mr. Williams
would have been the father of Williamsburg.

Not so. For some reason, William Schofield preferred
using his first name for his town.

Two other Franklin County towns named for people
reflect the polities of the early settlers. Lane was named
for General James Lane, who was one of the leaders of the
fight to make Kansas a free state, while Rantoul honors an
early Massachusetts legislator, Robert Rantoul, who also
was an anti-slavery leader.

A few creeks in the region preserve the names of some |
of Franklin County's earliest settlers. Perhaps the most
interesting is a branch of Middle Creek known as Brown's
Run, along which several sons of notorious John Brown
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