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Sunny and mild today
with highs around &5.
Mostly clear tonight
with lows 35 to 40,

Mostly sunny and
: warmer Sunday. High
35 Cents | around 75.
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Ottawa education reluctant host to racial equality 120 years ago

(EDITOR'S NOTE: This the second of of two
stories marking Black History Monih that exa-
mine Oitawa s historic efforts to provide for the
equal education of its children.)

By DIANE YEAMANS
Herald Staff Writer

If it can be said that a comersione of racial
equality was laid in Franklin County, it equally
can be said that it took a long time for the next
stone 1o be laid

Ouawa's schools, which opened just a few
maonths afier the wown was founded, flip-flopped
between inlegregation and segregation for 20
years, continuing 1o segregate black students for
three years afier the Kansas Supreme Court ruled
that second-class cities weren’t permitied o do so
under state law. :

To rescarch much beyond the straight facts of
the situation is difficuiL. The minutes of the Ona-
wa school board, researched from 1864 to 1884 by
The Herald, relale only the motions passed and
not much relaled discussions.

Also, the newspapers of the day didn't have
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reporiers as they are defined now and made only
occasional references to school board activities,
mostly relating 1o bond issues for more buildings
and how many studenis were autending.

Andrew Kull, a professor at Emory University
in Atlanta, Ga., is writing a book that includes the
Onawa desegregation case. He says he found a
brief story of about 100 words that notified read-
ers of The Daily Republican of the Leslie Tinnon
v. Ottawa Board of Education case. It described
the blacks as “incensed,” the most vivid descrip-
tion that research has tumed up so far.

The minutes of the school board meeting, in
which an attomey was hired for the case, relae
somewhat blandly that the board was willing 1o
fight all the way lo the supreme cour.

5o whal the public, black or white, thought is

barely recorded. . .officially,

' “The storics of black Ottawa families, mostly

oral histories passed down, might tell a different

story, One such story was recalled for The Herald

earlier this week by 91-year-old John Leod Wil-
Continued on page 3

Shown here in 1885 with both white and black students, inlegration was a hard sell at
Ottawa's Central School in the 1870s.







